


e Hookup Artist

erhardt demystifies home tech, one house call at a time

~ THERE IS A MAN out there who can make your life better. He makes house calls, but
he’s not a doctor. He kills bugs, but he’s not an exterminator. He has a massive hard

| knows how to push all the right buttons, but he’s not... Uh, where were we? Oh, yes:

rhardt, owner of Digital Habitat, in Westchester, New York, can repair any connection

p any digi-ma-jig in the modern home. He told FARAH MILLER how he does it.
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You can get more than enough
space for under $200. There's a hard
drive in a closet in my basement
that holds everything.

= It's the brain of the household!
I can keep my photos on the hard
drive and set up TivVo in the living
room so | can play a slideshow of my
daughter on TV during her birthday
party. And all my music is on the hard
drive, which plays through my Sonos.

= What's that? Sonos is a wireless
digital music system. You setup a
unit—about the size of an alarm
clock—in one room, place additional
“satellite” players throughout the
house, and use a remote control that
looks like an oversize iPod. You can
play music in any room you want.
You can also tune in to Internet radio
stations like Pandora or Rhapsody.

»> What else gets saved on
that magical hard drive in the
basement? Movies! We have a
Vudu—that’s movies on demand.
The Nintendo Wi, for the kids. And
of course, all the computers are
hooked up to the hard drive.

> How many computers do you
have? Three. No, four. Five. For now.

If yow've got a tech dilemma and
Allie doesn’t live nearby, never fear.
An army of digital handymen is
available nationwide through
Geek Squad (geeksquad.com).
But before calling a pro, you might
want to check out popgadget
.net, a tech site geared toward
women, or plug your questions mto
wikihow.com, an ever-growing
collection of user-generated
instruction manuals.
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Photo Finish

W Sitting at the
cosmetics counter

for a makeover can
leave even an extrovert
feeling sheepish.

But you can revamp
your looks in private
at taaz.com —just
upload a digital photo
of yourself to start
playing with the site’s
broad palette of
hairstyles and makeup
shades (O’s editor at
large, Gayle King,
recently gave it a whirl).
And the most fun?
Tweaking photos

of your favorite
celebrity, your kid,

or your husband. Go
on, a little eyeliner
never hurt anyone.
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